
Shooting a commercial for home energy
storage

Residential energy storage, i.e. Household batteries, could make the grid more cost effective, reliable, resilient,

and safe--if retail battery providers, utilities, and regulators can resolve delicate commercial and policy issues.
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Annual installations of residential energy-storage capacity could exceed 2,900 MWh by 2023. The more

residential energy-storage resources there are on the grid, the more valuable grid integration may become. So

several states are experimenting with grid-integration programs targeted at residential energy storage.

Thus, home energy storage would not automatically reduce emissions or energy consumption unless it directly

enables renewable energy. In recent years, there has been growing interest in storing energy produced from

rooftop photovoltaic panels in a home battery system to minimize reliance on the electric utility 1.

The Affordable Home Energy Shot directs DOE''s research and development (R& D) resources and strategy to

ensure that households in the greatest need--specifically, the 50 million single-family, multifamily, and

manufactured homes rented or owned by households earning less than 80% of the area median income--will

benefit from decarbonization solutions.

Residential energy-storage installations even exceeded utility-scale storage installations for the first time in

2018, reflecting the high value customers are placing on having their own storage systems. Several factors

have contributed to the rapid uptake of residential energy-storage systems: Falling costs.
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